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Ensemble Theatre director Jenny Sullivan and
actress Linda Purl (photo credit: David Bazemore)

ONLY
PRIME
CUTSIT
HERE.

“The lobster was like sugar,
the steak like butter.”

.. .whenever I come back
to Santa Barbara it’s the
one place I have to go.”

“Best steakhouse in town — flat out!”

Rodney’s, Santa Barbara’s premier
steakhouse, features Certified USDA
Prime Beef — a grade so exclusive you'll
find it at only the finest restaurants.
Choose from Delmonico, New York,
Porterhouse, Filet Mignon...plus

the freshest fish and more.

at Fess Parker’s Doubletree Resort
www.rodneyssteakhouse.com
Dinner nightly * 805.884.8554

The Year of Magical Thinking runs
through Sunday...

Seasons at the Symphony

Santa Barbara Symphony’s latest
concert at the Granada created quite a
colorful splash when scenic artist Jett
Green, who began her career at movie
producer George Lucas’s Industrial,
Light and Magic, joined the talented
musicians in painting her interpreta-
tion of the music on four canvases
during the performance of Russian
Alexander Glazunov’s 1899 work, The
Seasons, which was projected onto a
large screen above the stage.

The seasons theme pervaded the
show, which kicked off in grand style
with Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, with
the orchestra under Hungarian guest
conductor, Gregory Vajda, former
maestro of the Oregon Symphony for
seven years.

Soloist Nigel Armstrong, who
recently came to international atten-
tion as afinalistin the 14th Tchaikovsky
International Competition, played the
work admirably in the penultimate
concert of the symphony’s 60th sea-
son.

Another evening to savor...

Creating a Buzz

“Bees Circling Heaven,” a dance
opera by Santa Barbara choreogra-
pher Robin Bisio, had fans swarming
to Lotusland to catch the performance
in the estate’s theatre garden.

The show, performed in conjunc-
tion with the Nancy Gifford-curated
exhibit “Swarm: A Collaboration
With Bees,” which opened in the
Pavilion Gallery last month, featured
Montecito quartet Weslie Ching,
Bonnie Crotzer, Monica Ford and
Kaita Lepore suitably costumed in
bee yellow outfits designed by State
Street Ballet’s Anaya Cullen.

Accompanying the show was the
band Ghost Tiger, with the musicians
Alixandra Macmillan-Fiedel, Emma
Huston, Kevin Evans, Christopher
Norlinger and Christopher Stansell
performing a number of original
songs.

Nancy Gifford, Gwen Stauffer, Alixandra
Macmillan-Fiedel, Robin Bisio, and Kaita Lapore
at Lotusland (photo by Priscilla)

Afterwards guests, including
Gretchen Lieff, Christopher Pilafian,
Joanne Holderman and the garden’s
executive director, Gwen Stauffer,
attended a reception featuring, appro-
priately enough, honey tastings and
specialty drinks.

A buzzing occasion, to be sure...

Enchanting El Encanto

The new re-opened El Encanto’s
ballroom hosted its first charity event
when the CAMA Women’s Board
organized “The Rite of Spring” lunch
for 150 guests at the tony hostelry,
raising around $20,000.

The bash, co-chaired by Deborah
Bertling and Ruth Matuszecki,
featured  supporters,  includ-
ing Chris Emmons, Carla Hahn,
Betty Stephens, Ed Birch and
Bob Montgomery, in a Saks Fifth
Avenue fashion show organized by
Bitsy Bacon, Beverly Hanna, Patti
Ottoboni and Diana Phillips.

Before the lunch, guests includ-
ing Sara Miller McCune, Leni Fe
Bland, Lee Luria, Catherine Gee, Tim
Owens, Mary Garton, Sheila Bourke
McGinity and Kimberly Phillips,
quaffed champagne and oriental
canapés from French chef, Patrice
Martineau, who formerly worked at
the Peninsula in Tokyo.

Classical guitarist Chris Fossek and
harpist Lynette Johnson provided
musical accompaniment.

A live auction, conducted by Steve
Epstein, featured dinner for ten at a
Montecito estate, an air tour to the
Channel islands and a four-day stay
in New York.

A most swellegant debut...

www.ParadiseRetreats.com or call 805.701.4221 (Theo)

Royal Ball

The Pacific Pride Foundation’s sec-
ond annual Royal Ball at the Bacara
was undoubtedly the ritziest and cre-
atively colorful shindig of the year.

Inhibitions most definitely left at
the door, more than 600 guests gar-
ishly garbed in the most outrageous of
outfits or next to nothing, partied the
night away, with tickets to the boffo
bash sold out months ago.

Montecito event planning czarina,
Merryl Brown, pulled out all the stops
along with Rrivre Works, draping the
swank hostelry’s massive ballroom in
gray fabric with crystal chandeliers
and crystal drops of varying length
hanging throughout the room, which

Michael and Anne Towbes at the Pacific Pride
Foundation’s Royal Ball (photo by Priscilla)

had a series of royal boxes, each deco-
rated in opulent European style with
couches, chaises and oversized coffee
tables, all with floating candles and
fresh flowers.

“It really was a major party of con-
trasts,” gushes Merryl. “Star and fire,
elegance and humility, conservative
meets eccentric. We wanted to cre-
ate something visually unique and
awe inspiring, with thought provok-
ing and decidedly unusual eccentric
elements.”

Costumed stilt walkers, drag queens
and go-go dancers only added to the
vibrant gala, which was co-chaired
by actor Neil Patrick Harris and hus-
band, David Burtka, Iron Chef Cat
Cora and wife, Jennifer, 20th Century
Fox TV’s chairman Gary Newman
and L.A. talent attorney wife, Jeanne,
actress Jane Lynch and her wife, Lara
Embry, and actor and singer Shaun
Cassidy and his wife, Tracey.

Among the guests, helping to raise
more than $100,000 for the cause, were
Mike Towbes — fetchingly dressed in a
leather studded dog collar —, and wife,
Anne - in a gold and diamond stud-
ded bra —, Lynda Weinman and Bruce
Heavin, Scott Reed, Christopher
Pilafian, Justine Roddick, Tab Hunter,
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Jeff and Hollye Jacobs, Dewey
and Stephanie Nicks, Ricardo and
Dinah Calderon, Kendall Conrad,
Andrew and Ivana Firestone, Joanna
Kerns, Pat and Ursula Nesbitt, Gina
Tolleson, Arlene Montesano and
Betty Stephens.

It was definitely a night to remem-
ber — and recover from!...

Barbara’s Back
Even at the age of 85, legendary ingé-
nue Barbara Cook continues to impress
if her UCSB Arts & Lectures perfor-
mance “Let’s Fall in Love” at the sold-
out Granada was anything to go by.
Cook, who starred in major

Barbara Cook impresses at the Granada

Broadway shows like Candide and
The Music Man, before beginning a
successful cabaret career in the ‘70s,
where I last caught her singing at
Manhattan’s Cafe Carlyle while regu-
lar, the late Bobby Short, was on
vacation at his home in the south of
France.

After 23 years absence, she returned
to the Great White Way three years
ago in Sondheim on Sondheim, which
garnered her a Tony nomination,
some 53 years after getting her first
award for The Music Man.

Singing an eclectic selection of
songs, including, of course, Cole
Porter, her silvery soprano and warm
tones couldn’t fail to please...

Blood, Thought, Muscle & Grace

Over at the Hatlen Theater it was
UCSB’s Department of Theater and
Dance that impressed with “Blood,
Thought, Muscle & Grace,” under
concert director Mira Kingsley.

The seven-part performance kicked
off with “Submarine Races,” an amus-
ing piece choreographed by Molly
McCord featuring several female
dancers paying apparent homage to
a cut out of a body builder, with the
first half wrapping with “Requiem
of Bubbles,” an aquatic and acrobatic
delight about a boy’s grief over the
death of his goldfish arranged by
Christina McCarthy.

The show ended with Jose Limon’s
Suite from “Psalm,” which debuted in
1967 at the American Dance Festival
in New London, Connecticut, which
was designed and re-constructed by
Alice Condodina, cutting the original

length in half.
A religious experience, indeed...

Sabor Latino

The Santa Barbara Museum of Art
was heaving when it threw its latest
popular Atelier event, Sabor Latino.

The intimate evening featured
Afro-Cuban rhythms and folk musi-
cians, performances inspired by
the current exhibition, “Myth and
Materiality: Latin American Art from
the Permanent Collection, 1930-1990.”

event (photo by Priscilla)

The SB Garden Club once again
paired with the venerable institu-
tion to create colorful floral displays
inspired by the art on view.

A blooming good evening, to be
sure...

Cheers, Catherine

A nearly one-hour long Schubert
work Quartet for Strings in C Major
filled Camerata Pacifica’s lunchtime
concert at the Music Academy of the
West’s Hahn Hall, the penultimate
show of the current season.

Longtime violinist Catherine
Leonard, who makes her final per-
formance with the chamber group
next month before moving back to
her native Ireland, joined fellow vio-
linist Ara Gregorian, violist Richard
Yongjae O’Neill, and cellists Ani
Aznavoorian and Zuill Bailey, a reg-
ular with the symphony orchestras of
Los Angeles, Chicago and Toronto,
among many others.

An entertaining, highly energized
concert...

Rest In Peace

On a personal note, I mourn the loss
of rubber-faced comedian Jonathan
Winters, who has left us at the age
of 87.

Known for his improv work that
inspired a host of contemporary
stand-up comedians, including Jim
Carrey and Robin Williams, Jonathan
was never off stage, “performing”
to complete strangers, be it at the
Montecito Coffee Shop, one of his
favorite hangouts, or in front of mil-
lions on the Tonight Show with Jack
Paar and Johnny Carson.

Fortunately his memory lives on in
notable roles in such ‘60s films as It’s
a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World and The

Jonathan
Winters passed
away at age 87

Russians Are Coming, the Russians Are
Coming.

Jonathan was an enormously jolly
character who will be very much
missed...

Sightings: Saturday Night Live alum-
nus and Minnesota senator Al Franken
noshing at Trattoria Mollie... Former
Sopranos star Michael Imperioli
downing a vegetarian sandwich at
Three Pickles on East Canon Perdido...
Author and interior designer Barclay
Butera lunching with artist Tom
Mielko and wife, Eileen, at Tydes

Pip! Pip! for now

Readers with tips, sightings and
amusing items for Richard’s column
should e-mail him at richardmin-
eards@verizon.net or send invita-
tions or other correspondence to the
Journal Aty
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The more the case for manmade warming falls apart, the more hysterical Gore gets about an imminent catastrophe — Fred Barnes
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